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a work profoundly significant of the unrest of the
period.

In 1850 Professor Agassiz was rightly regarded
as one of the great scientific men of the world. His
contributions to science had been important and
many. His zoological knowledge had been acquired
largely by personal observations and was indeed
profound. He had received from orthodox theolo-
gians the titles of infidel and atheist, because, as a
geologist, he had denied as Divine truth the Mosaic
cosmogony, and as a zoologist the'' one pair'' theory
for the origin of animal life. In 1855 he undertook
a fresh classification of the animal kingdom on the
basis of Cuvier's classification in 1817, with the
additions that had since been made to zoological
knowledge. This was a task commensurate with
his wide knowledge and his rare powers of lucid ex-
position.

The first volume of this great work was published
in 1857 and it contained an "Essay on Classifica-
tion " which was a prolegomena to the whole work,
in which Professor Agassiz affirmed, with great
positiveness and much heat of argument, the direct
and miraculous action of the Divine Creator in the
origin and distribution of the animal life of the
globe; and further, that this special form of creative
action had existed through the vast periods of geo-
logic time.

This essay was written in such a trenchant, ag-
gressive style, it was so positive in its interpretation
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